
January 2007 
1st-3rd. Showery, milder. 4th-
7th. Mostly fair. 8th-11th. 
Severe Pacific disturbances 
move inland, bringing heavy 
rains to coast and valley sec-
tions, and heavy snows higher 
areas. 12th-15th. Mostly fair, 
cold. 16th-19th. Gusty winds, 
scattered shwrs. 20th-23rd. 
Fair, pleasant, quickly gives 
way to unsettled conditions. 
24th-27th. Clearing skies with 
gusty winds. 28th-31st. Fair, 
turning wet. 

January 2007 
1st-3rd. Rain coast and valleys, 
snow higher. Unsettled weather 
for Rose Parade. 4th-7th. Mostly 
fair skies, pleasant temps, espe-
cially for Calif. 8th-11th. Severe 
Pacific storms sweep inland, 
heavy precipitation, heavy snow 
over higher terrains. 12th-15th. 
Mostly fair, cold. 16th-19th. 
Showery with gusty winds, espe-
cially Calif coast. 20th-23rd. 
Turning very unsettled. 24th-
27th. Blustery winds accompa-
nied by a clearing trend. 28th-
31st. Fair at first, but month ends 
wet. 

Quoted Source: www.farmersalmanac.com 
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By: DAVE DOWNEY - Staff 
Writer North County Times 

Catalytic converters have 
been used for years to curb 
smog-forming exhaust 
belched from vehicles, and on 
Jan. 1, the devices will make 
their debut on lawn mowers 
and other small engines. 

New California air pollution 
regulations target small 
engines of less than 25 
horsepower, and California 
earlier this week received a 
waiver from the U.S. 
Environmental Protection 
Agency to enforce those 
rules. California is unique 
among the 50 states, in that it 
has authority to set air 
pollution standards that are 
more strict than federal rules. 
The state also can set 
pollution rules in areas where 
federal standards do not exist 
— once the state obtains a 
waiver. 

Karen Caesar, a 
spokeswoman for the 
California Air Resources 
Board that wrote the rules, 
said that by next year, all new 
lawn mowers, weed trimmers, 
chainsaws, leaf blowers and 
similar equipment sold in 
California stores will be 
required to emit 35 percent 
less pollution than existing 
products. 

Jerry Martin, a spokesman for 
the agency in Sacramento, 
said the standard does not 
specifically require engines to 
be built with catalytic 
converters, but most 
manufacturers are expected to 
use them to reach the smog-
reduction targets. 

Catalytic converters trigger 
chemical reactions that 
convert toxic byproducts of 
internal combustion into 
relatively benign gases. In 
lawn mowers, the devices will 
be quite small, or “the size of 

a quarter,” Martin said. 

While it might seem that 
these small engines’ 
contribution to smog would 
account for a small amount of 
pollution, state officials say 
they emit tons of pollution 
each day. 

The air resources board 
blames gas-powered lawn and 
garden equipment for 4.5 
percent of statewide smog 
created by mobile sources. 

In San Diego County, where 
300 tons of ozone-forming 
emissions are generated daily, 
lawn mowers and other 
outdoor power tools kick up 
an estimated 13.5 tons of 
nitrogen oxides and volatile 
organic compounds, said Rob 
Reider, planning supervisor 
for the San Diego County Air 
Pollution Control District. 

Tina Cherry, a spokeswoman 

(Continued on page 2) 

EPA Gives California Green Light to 
Enforce Tough New Smog Rules for 
Yard Equipment  

Marketplace Weather Forecast 
Points of Interest: 

• California mandates 
stricter pollution 
controls on small 
off-road gasoline 
engines 

• Online Ordering is 
currently available 
to save you time and 
money! Here’s how 
to start using it for 
free today 

• If you get stuck in 
blizzard conditions, 
follow this great 
advice 

• Universal Spray 
Wand fits most 
sprayers and is 
priced right for you 
and your customers 
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for the South Coast Air Quality Management 
District, said the lawn tools account for 62 
tons of smog-forming chemicals daily in the 
air basin of western Riverside, western San 
Bernardino, Orange and Los Angeles 
counties. 

“As we clean up everything else, these types 
of small engines have become a bigger and 
bigger piece of the air pollution puzzle,” 
Martin said. “And the main reason for that is 
lawn mowers have been largely uncontrolled. 
In places like Southern California and the 
San Joaquin Valley, which have significant 
problems meeting air quality standards, the 
tons of reduction they are going to get from 
this (new rule) are going to be important.” 

The rule on catalytic converters is not the 
only strategy that targets small engines. 
Regional air quality agencies have been 
offering residents of San Diego and Riverside 
counties incentives to trade out their old 
polluting lawn mowers for new, clean, 
electric models for several years. 

Since 2000, the San Diego County Air 
Pollution Control District has issued 3,200 
electric mowers and retired a like number of 

(Continued from page 1) grass cutters with gas-powered engines. 
Cherry said the South Coast district has 
exchanged 15,500 mowers since 2003 — as 
well as 1,500 leaf 
blowers in a new 
program that debuted 
this year. 

Lawn mower traders 
are required to put up 
cash, usually $100 to 
$150, and mowers 
must be in working 
order, officials said. 

The EPA’s decision to 
issue a waiver ended 
several years of 
dispute between 
California politicians 
and U.S. Sen. Kit 
Bond, whose state of 
Missouri is the home 
of two factories 
operated by Briggs & 
Stratton Corp., the nation’s largest maker of 
small engines. 

Briggs & Stratton resisted installing catalytic 
converters, and Bond sought to block 
California from enforcing its new rule. Bond, 

a Republican, backed off under pressure from 
Democratic Sen. Dianne Feinstein of 
California. But he managed to prevent other 

states from copying California’s 
rule, something they have been 
doing routinely under the Clean 
Air Act, and forcing them to 
wait on the federal government. 

In a statement Tuesday, the 
acting air chief of the EPA, Bill 
Wehrum, said his agency will 
propose a federal small-engine 
rule early next year that could 
slash smog-forming emissions 
from lawn mowers by 40 
percent in the other 49 states. 
 
South Coast Air Quality 
Management District 
information is online at 
www.aqmd.gov. San Diego 
County Air Pollution Control 
District information is at 
www.sdapcd.org. 

 
— The Associated Press contributed to this 
report. Contact staff writer Dave Downey at 
(760) 740-5442 or ddowney@nctimes.com. 

that, you’ll be given an 
opportunity to add Billiou’s 
as a trading partner and your 
ready to place orders online. 

Chances are that if you are 
ordering electronically with 
other suppliers you are 
already registered with 
ProQuest. If so, simply add 
us to your list of vendors on 
your ProQuest Trading 
Partner Activation Site at 

http://
esub.econnect.proquest.com/
eSub/main.jsp 

(make sure to type the 
address all together with no 
spaces). 

Once you log in, it’s as easy 
as clicking on the Billiou’s 
link and adding your 

Billiou’s now offers free electronic 
ordering at your convenience 24 hours a 
day, seven days a week using ProQuest’s 
proven software applications. 

These applications are free to the dealer 
and may be used online via our website 
at: 

www.billious.com 

Simply log in with your user name and 
password in the boxes on the right of the 
screen and you’re ready to go. 

If you’re not already registered, you can 
do so quickly and easily by going to 
billious.com and clicking the link on the 
right below the login box that says, 
“Existing Billiou's Dealers: Set up an 
Electronic Ordering Account for Free.” 

This link will take you to an area where 
you can specify your preferred login 
name and password. Once you’ve done 

account number. 

Important: If you have 
separate billing and 
shipping account 
numbers, just enter the 
shipping account number 
only and we’ll take care 
of the rest. 

Via the Billiou’s website 
you may check price and 
availability, place orders, 
and get status of orders 
placed online. 

There are several 
advantages this method 
offers: 

• You may place orders 
anytime you wish 

• You can get real-time 
(Continued on page 3) 
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EPA Gives California Green Light to Enforce Tough New Smog Rules for Yard Equipment  
(cont.) 

Start Taking Advantage Today of the Convenience and Speed of Billiou’s Online 
Ordering with Free ProQuest Subscription and Interface 

LAWN CLIPPINGS    

Login from any page on our website at 
www.billious.com. If you don’t already 
have an account with ProQuest, just 
click the link below the login area to 
sign up for free. It will only take two 
minutes. Really. 
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pricing and availability 

• Pricing is specific to your dealership 

• You can receive supplemental 
information regarding parts and 
accessories 

• Orders may be specified as regular 
or emergency (emergency orders 
will be shipped via UPS Blue Label 
2nd Day Air) 

• You receive confirmation in real-
time that the order has been accepted 
and are given a confirmation number 

• As soon as you submit the order, it is 
printed as a pick ticket in our 
warehouse for the fastest service 
possible (testing showed an average 
of 17 seconds from the time you 
click “submit” until the time it 
prints) 

The software also integrates with many 
dealer business management systems 
(free to use as well) such as c-Systems, 
Ideal, Softpower, MIC Systems, 
Inventrakk, Pathfinder Computer 
Systems, Sun Software, and many others. 

If you are a PartSmart or Proquest Parts 
Manager Pro user, you may also set up 
these software packages to be used for 
order submission as well. Documentation 
on how to do this is available upon 
request, but integration through your 
business management system or ordering 

(Continued from page 2) 
via the website give greater functionality 
and features. 

We urge you to try this system and give 
us feedback. We think you’ll be pleased 
with the convenience it offers. 

If you would like assistance in setting up 
your account or have questions on how to 
use the features, be sure to contact either 
your Billiou’s Inside Sales & Service Rep 
or your Outside Sales & Service 
Manager. We’ll be happy to help. 

(Except in the case of lost or forgotten 
passwords — which we don’t have access 

to — but we’ll still put you in touch with 
the people who can solve that as well!)   

We’re pleased to be able to offer you this 
enhanced service and hope you’ll take 
full advantage of the efficiencies and 
cost-savings it offers you. 

If you would like to download and view a 
copy of the online ordering presentation 
given during the service schools you can 
get it as a PDF file from our website at: 

http://www.billious.com/files/
online_ordering.pdf 

Or you can also just click the link from 
any of our web pages — it’s the second 
link below the login box. 

Page 3 

Start Taking Advantage Today of the Convenience and Speed of Billiou’s 
Online Ordering with Free ProQuest Subscription and Interface (cont.) 

Get real-time price and availability specific to your dealership using Billiou’s free online ordering software.  

Create your order online then submit it right away, or save it and add parts to it as needed to create a stock order.  

Order status and confirmations are available at your 
fingertips with just a few mouse clicks. 

How convenient is that? 



Billiou’s, Inc 
1343 S. Main St. 

Porterville, CA 93257 
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follow a snow plow when caught in a 
blizzard.   

The driver replied that it was okay with 
him, and she could continue if she wanted 
— but he was done with the Wal-Mart 
parking lot, and was going over to Kmart 
next.     ☺ 

Why, Why, Why? 

Why do we press harder on a remote 
control when we know the batteries are 
getting weak? 

Why does someone believe you when 
you say there are four billion stars, but 
check when you say the paint is wet? 

Why doesn’t glue stick to the bottle? 

Why do they use sterilized needles for 
death by lethal injection? 

Why doesn't Tarzan have a beard? 

Why does Superman stop bullets with his 
chest, but ducks when you throw a 
revolver at him? 

Why do Kamikaze pilots wear helmets? 

How to Survive a Blizzard 

Up by Lake Woebegone, when Lena got 
off work, it was snowing heavily and 
blowing to the point that visibility was 
almost zero. As she made her way to her 
car, she was wondering how she was 
going to make it home. While her car 
warmed up, she remembered Ole’s advice 
that if she got caught in a blizzard, she 
should wait for a snow plow to come by 
and follow it. That way she wouldn’t get 
stuck in a snow drift. This made Lena 
feel much better and sure enough in a 
little while, a snow plow went by, and she 
started following it, feeling very smug as 
they continued, since she was having no 
problems with the snowy conditions. 

After quite some time, she was surprised 
when the snow plow stopped and the 
driver got out, came back to her car, and 
signaled her to roll down her window.  

The snow plow driver wanted to know if 
she was all right, as she had been follow-
ing him for a long time. She said that she 
was fine and told him of Ole's advice to 

Whose idea was it to put an “S” in the 
word “lisp”? 

If people evolved from apes, why are 
there still apes? 

Is there ever a day that mattresses are not 
on sale? 

Why do people constantly return to the 
refrigerator with hopes that something 
new to eat will have materialized? 

Why do people keep running over a 
string a dozen times with their vacuum 
cleaner, then reach down, pick it up, ex-
amine it, then put it down to give the 
vacuum one more chance? 

Why is it that whenever you attempt to 
catch something that’s falling off the 
table, you always manage to knock some-
thing else over? 

In winter why do we try to keep the 
house as warm as it was in summer when 
we complained about the heat? 

How come you never hear father-in-law 
jokes?    ☺ 

Humor is, As Humor Does 

Phone: 800-245-5468 
Fax: 800-266-7337 

Email: letushelp@billious.com 
 

Rick Groves, 
Business Development Manager 

The Service Solution 

Visit us on the Web 

www.billious.com 

♦ Unbreakable 28” spray wand 
gets to those 

hard-to-reach places 

♦ Adjustable spray nozzle provides 
fine mist or jet stream 

♦ Includes flat fan nozzle for 
row treatment 

Fits the following sprayer brands: 

♦ Solo, B&G, Burgess, Chapin, Smith, 
Hudson, Ortho, RL Flowmaster, 
Round Up, Spray Doc, Field King 

♦ And other tank and backpack sprayers 

Universal Spray Wand  
& Shut-Off Valve 

p/n 4900170N 
$1497 Suggested 

List Price: 
$19.95 

Dealer 
Cost 


