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My wife and I have two boys, 12 and 14. At their 

age, I mowed yards, $5 a yard. My gardener 

charges $200 a month. 

Boys, meet yard work. 

I needed a mower. On sale at Osh – a Craftsman 

with a Briggs & Stratton engine. The boys are 

eager. Start slow: Gas goes here; oil goes there. 

“Uh, Dad” – it's the younger one -- “I think I put 

the gas where the oil goes.” Rome wasn’t 

mowed in a day. 

They each get $10 for mowing the yard; one 

does the front, the other the back. Summer turns 

to fall, then winter, then spring. Grass is mowed. 

Money changes hands. The mower breaks. It 

has a bad governor spring. I take the tiny spring 

– What a Mickey Mouse part, my dad 

would’ve said – to a lawn mower shop. 

“What’s the engine number?” the clerk 

asks. 

I drive home. I find a number. I call. “That’s not 

the right number,” the clerk says. 

I look again. I find another number. I call. 

“We don't have that spring in stock. We can 

order it. If there’s one in the state of California, 

we can get it in about a week.” 

I go to another lawn mower shop. “What’s the 

model number?” this clerk asks. 

“I only have the engine number,” I say. 

“What kind of shaft on this engine, vertical or 

horizontal?” he asks. “Is it a reel mower?” 

“It’s a Craftsman mower with a Briggs & 

Stratton engine.” 

“How old is this mower?” he asks. 

“About a year.” 

“Ah, that’s probably the problem; it’s too new,” 

he says. 

A second clerk chimes in. “This is the trouble with 

America,” she says. “Everything’s made cheap. 

Companies don’t care.” 

The other clerk returns from the back. “We don’t 

have it. I can order it.” 

I try a third lawn mower shop. I show the spring. I 

give the clerk the part number. She doesn’t want 

any numbers. She returns with a totally different 

spring. 

“You can make this work. You have tools?” 

Yes, I have tools. No, they won’t help. “But it 

(Continued on page 3) 

In America, We Reap What We Mow 

Summer’s nearly here, and 

business is showing it. To 

celebrate, Billiou’s is baking up 

a special dealer recipe by 

mixing the finest ingredients 

from each of our major parts 

groups, folding in free shipping, 

stirring in delayed payment 

terms, and topping it all off 

with complimentary parts 

and other freebies “on the 

house”. 

Get them while it’s hot, and 

watch your profits rise. After 

all, it’s the yeast we can do. 

May I have your order, 

please? 

Visit us on the Web! 

www.billious.com 

Rick Groves, Editor  
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Don’t Compromise on Belts 

Technically Speaking: The Right Carburetor Adjusting Tools 

“Will-fit” belts are “about” the 

right length, made from 

“about” the right materials, 

and have “about” the right 

cross-section. 

In other words, they’re a 

compromise solution. They 

may fit, but what assurance 

do you have that they’ll 

perform? 

MTD Genuine Factory Parts 

original equipment belts are 

engineered and 

manufactured with “stronger 

than steel” aramid or 

polyester cords, oil- and heat-

resistant rubber compounds, 

In order to comply with federal and state regulations regarding “tamper-

proofing” carburetors from consumers who want to squeeze out just a bit 

more performance from their emissionized engines, manufacturers have 

devised several clever hardware configurations that will allow dealers to 

properly adjust a carburetor while preventing most consumer attempts 

at throwing them out of specification. 

This month, we’re identifying three tools that should be in every 

technician’s box. 

The first tool is for carburetors that have a smooth round 

head with a hole for a pin (or peg) in the top as pictured 

here. You’ll find this configuration used on Zama 

carburetors mounted on MTD equipment. To adjust this 

(Continued on page 3) 

Tanaka Selling Commercial Equipment on Amazon.com 

Tanaka trimmers regularly 

priced at $299.99 or higher. 

The entire Tanaka outdoor 

power equipment collection 

can be accessed via the 

Amazon.com link on Tanaka’s 

website. 

By the way, RedMax doesn’t 

compete with its dealers 

through the Internet. (Ed.) 

Nikko Tanaka Engineering 

U.S.A., Ltd. announced that 

Amazon.com has selected 

Tanaka power equipment as 

its first commercial-grade 

handheld outdoor power 

equipment product line. More 

than 90 percent of Tanaka’s 

product and accessory lineup 

is available for purchase 

through Amazon.com. 

“We are excited to be the first 

manufacturer to provide 

Amazon.com shoppers with 

commercial-grade handheld 

outdoor power equipment,” 

said Jim Elmer, general 

manager. 

From now until June 15, 

Amazon.com shoppers can 

instantly save $30 on all 

and 2-ply covers. They’re the 

“right” materials, the “right” 

length, and the “right” cross-

section. 

Trust Genuine Factory belts to 

perform for your customers, 

without compromise. 

And don’t forget MTD dealers 

earn EDGE points that can be 

redeemed for valuable prizes. 

The most popular blades, 

spindles, and belts are part of 

the EDGE program. 

Sell the best quality and earn 

rewards for doing it!  
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Technically Speaking: The Right Carburetor Adjusting Tools (cont.) 

carburetor, use tool 797-00039 ($21.09 dealer cost). 

The next configuration is either a single “D” or a double “D”. The same tool will fit on both applications. 

You will find this type of adjustment used on Walbro or Zama carburetors mounted on MTD equipment. 

To adjust these carburetors, use tool 797-00048 ($25.75 dealer cost). 

The third one fits splined carburetor adjustment screws used on Poulan and Weed Eater brand 

equipment. The screws are splined all the way around, and the adjustment tool has four sets of three 

splines spaced 90 degrees apart. To adjust these carburetors, use tool 530-035560 ($3.38 dealer cost). 

When adjusting the carburetors on emissionized equipment, be sure to follow the manufacturer’s 

specific instructions to maintain compliance with all federal and state regulations. 

 

(Continued from page 2) 

Perry Pumping Vegetable Oil as Alternative Fuel 

The Perry, Georgia city government is moving beyond 

grinning and bearing it when it comes to rising fuel costs. 

The city has been toying with the concept of recycling 

used vegetable oil from local restaurants as an 

alternative fuel for lawn mowers and other off-road 

equipment. Recently, the city began fueling a mower 

with vegetable oil and maintenance supervisor Bob 

Taylor said feedback is positive. A small refinery has 

been constructed and Taylor hopes to have half the off-

road equipment changed over by the end of summer. A 

presentation to the City Council is planned soon. 

“We wanted to be able to show some real proof that it 

works,” Taylor said. 

If all goes well, plans call for all off-road equipment to 

run on vegetable oil, saving the city about $1,400 a 

month. 

“The cost to the city is minimal, and it’s totally 

environmentally friendly,” Taylor said. 

In America, We Reap What We Mow (cont.) 

We walk back to the mower 

on display. 

“The spring is right here; feel 

it?” I show her. 

She reaches under the air 

cleaner. She fiddles. She gets 

lawn mower oil on her hand. 

“Ugh,” she says, struggling, 

and unclips the spring. 

doesn’t have any way to hook 

it on,” I stammer, “and it’s too 

long, and…” 

“OK, I can order it.” 

I go to Sears. I take my wife. 

The self-help minicomputer 

parts machine wants a model 

number. 

(Continued from page 1) “It’s this one,” I tell my wife, 

pointing to a mower on 

display. She writes down the 

model number. 

 

We punch the number into the 

computer. It lists a few parts. 

Air cleaner. Sparkplug. Oil. The 

word “order” appears after 

most of them. No springs. 

“We're leaving,” I say. 

“If you’d given me a few more 

seconds, I could’ve gotten it off,” she 

hisses as we walk out. 

My mower is broken. My kids are idle. 

My yard is growing. My wife’s a closet 

Winona Ryder. 

The spring is on order. 

That’s the trouble with America. 

Perry Maintenance Supervisor Bob Taylor is seen with a Ford midrange 

tractor that is fueled by recycled vegetable oil. This tractor was undergoing 

a trial run with the oil in the container on top of the tractor. 



The Last Laugh... 

Billiou’s, Inc. + 1343 South Main St. + Porterville, CA 93257 + 800-245-5468 phone + 800-266-7337 fax + letushelp@billious.com + www.billious.com 

haven’t been anywhere. 

Living on Earth is expensive, but it does 

include a free trip around the sun. 

The only time the world beats a path to 

your door is if you’re in the bathroom. 

Lead me not into temptation (I can find 

the way myself). 

An unbreakable toy is useful for breaking 

other toys. 

A closed mouth gathers no feet. 

Health is merely the slowest possible rate at 

which one can die. 

It’s not hard to meet expenses – they're 

everywhere. 

Jury: Twelve people who determine which 

client has the better attorney. 

The only difference between a rut and a 

grave is the depth. 

Pillsbury Doughboy Dead at 71 

Veteran Pillsbury spokesman Pop N Fresh 

died yesterday of a severe yeast infection. 

He was 71. 

Fresh was buried in one of the largest 

funeral ceremonies in recent years. Dozens 

of celebrities turned out, including Mrs. 

Butterworth, the California Raisins, Hungry 

Jack, Betty Crocker, and the Hostess 

Twinkies. The graveside was piled with 

flours as longtime friend Aunt Jemima 

delivered the eulogy, describing Fresh as a 

man who “never knew how much he was 

kneaded.” Fresh rose quickly in show 

business, but his later life was filled with 

many turnovers. He was not considered a 

very smart cookie, wasting much of his 

dough on half-baked schemes. Still, even 

as a crusty old man, he was a roll model 

for millions. Fresh is survived by his second 

wife. They have two children and one in 

the oven. The funeral was held at 3:25 for 

20 minutes. 

Thoughts About Life 

I started out with nothing, and I still have 

most of it. 

I finally got my head together, now my 

body is falling apart. 

Funny, I don’t remember being absent 

minded. 

It is easier to get older than it is to get wiser. 

If at first you actually do succeed, try not to 

look too astonished. 

The first rule of holes: If you are in one, stop 

digging. 

Nostalgia isn’t what it used to be. 

I wish the buck stopped here. I need a 

few... 

It’s not the pace of life that concerns me, 

it’s the sudden stop at the end. 

It’s hard to make a comeback when you 

Order must be placed with Sales Department. Special pricing and free shipping during June 2008. 

FREE SHIPPING to 

commercial addresses in 

California on orders totaling at 

least $750. Outside California, 

shipments of $750+ receive $50 

freight allowance. 

Push/Tow Roller 45-0267 

Retail $108.03 

Dealer $81.02 

Spreader Model 45-0214 

Retail $133.33 

Dealer $100.00 
100 lb 

capacity 

250 lb 

capacity 


