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By Phoebe Sweet, Las Vegas Sun, Jan 15, 2009 

Artificial turf has been billed as the cure for the 

Las Vegas Valley‟s addiction to grassy eye 

candy. But while it‟s water-saving prowess is 

unquestionable, there is a temperature problem 

with the emerald green lawn substitute. 

According to a UNLV study, fake grass can heat 

up to nearly 170 degrees in the warmer months. 

That‟s far higher than the 122 degrees that‟s 

considered safe for sustained use by trained 

athletes, let alone your average toddler or family 

pooch. 

Formerly the stuff of football fields, the realistic-

looking faux blades are today more back-yard 

barbecue than Superdome Super Bowl, having 

become a popular substitute for the real version 

that Las Vegas water managers say strains the 

Southwest‟s water supplies. 

The turf temperature study, funded 

in part by the city of Las Vegas, 

which has 20 artificial fields, found 

that green artificial turf reached 

surface temperature highs of 

about 180 degrees. 

“This was a temperature where if 

you put your hand down on it, you 

could only hold it for five seconds 

or so before it would burn,” said 

Dale Devitt, director of UNLV‟s 

Center for Urban Water 

Conservation, who worked on the 

study with Mike Young of the 

Desert Research Institute‟s Division 

of Hydrological Sciences. 

And the study didn‟t even 

measure temperatures during the 

hottest months of the year – it ran 

(Continued on page 3) 

Fake Grass Gets Too Hot, University of Las Vegas Study Says 

Dulcich, Dean Clarke, Manuel 

Rodriquez, John Grover, Bill 

Douglass, John Hoch, Brent 

Jernigan, Russ Rogers, Dave 

Parke, Augie Aja, Doyle 

Gregory, Homer & Cindy 

Fulwider, Frank Liscom, and 

Terry Billings. It‟s really a 

blessing to spend a bit of time 

with old friends. We‟ve seen a 

lot together – and there‟s lot‟s 

more to come. 

Instructors Terry Lambert, Justin 

Billiou, and Rick Groves wish to 

extend a warm and heart-felt 

thank you to all the dealers 

who took the time to attend 

this year‟s field update schools 

for MTD, Hydro-Gear, Poulan, 

Weed Eater, and Husqvarna 

Consumer Outdoor Products 

(formerly AYP). 

It shows a tremendous 

commitment and a strong 

desire for success to invest the 

time away from your shops to  

gain the wealth of information 

supplied at these events. You 

have certainly separated 

yourself from others who are 

perhaps not as motivated to 

exceed and succeed. We 

appreciate your time with us 

so very much. 

Rick would also like to extend 

special recognition to Jim 
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Thank You to All Billiou‟s Update School Attendees 

Jesus Najera installs artificial grass in February 2006. The turf can reach 

nearly 170 degrees, rendering it unusable, a UNLV study found. 
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It Really Wasn‟t Balsa Wood! 

Save on Tecumseh and Walbro Service Parts in February 

“It‟s balsa wood!” was 

shouted out at least twice 

during recent update schools 

as Justin Billiou demonstrated 

the new YardShark pruning 

saw, having volunteers cut 

through sample tree 

branches in one to three easy 

pulls. To say that attendees 

were impressed with the 

saw‟s aggressiveness would 

be an understatement. 

What makes the YardShark 

saw so much better? 

Blade 

All YardShark™ blades are 

made of high-carbon 

For the month of February, save on the fastest-moving Tecumseh and Walbro air filters, 

in-tank filters, and primers. Orders must be placed with the Sales Department to receive 

this special pricing. Order now and stock up for the Spring Selling Season! 

information will be available 

free to dealers online at 

honeywellgenerators.com. 

Talk to your Billiou‟s Territory 

Manager today about 

becoming part of this new 

service team! 

And if you want to see the 

Today Show video, visit http://

today.msnbc.msn.com/

id/25476466/ 

Recently featured on the 

Today Show, Honeywell 

Generators will be 

aggressively promoted by  

Home Depot during the 

months of February and 

March.  

It‟s not too late to get in on 

the “ground floor” of this 

emerging service opportunity!  

For those dealerships looking 

for something to fill the gap 

left by Coleman‟s recent 

demise, this is a really easy 

choice. 

Do-It Best Hardware, Costco, 

and Amazon.com are 

retailing these units as well, so 

somebody will be making 

money from service. Why not 

you? 

There‟s no stock requirement, 

and service and parts 

Japanese spring steel and, 

because they cut on the pull, 

YardShark™ blades are able 

to be thin, lightweight, and 

sharp. 

The pull-to-cut method 

prevents binding and 

buckling, and the ultra-thin 

blades produce very clean 

cuts, promoting healthy 

growth. 

Blade width is optimized to 

keep it steady during cutting. 

And the tooth, blade, and 

handle angles are all 

integrated to maximize 

cutting performance. 

Teeth 

Teeth are 

precision ground 

(not stamped) into 

the highest quality carbon 

spring steel and are 

extremely sharp, featuring 

three cutting edges which 

are electrically impulse-

hardened. They stay sharp 

two to three times longer 

than those on ordinary 

handsaw blades. 

High-Quality Elastomer Soft 

Grip Handle 

The ergonomically designed pistol-

grip handle provides maximum 

comfort and efficiency. It 

actually works as an 

extension of your 

arm, so 

there is 

no 

need to 

cock your 

wrist when 

cutting branches. 

Just pull. And the quick 

release button enables you 

to simply twist to remove the 

saw blade for replacement or 

for compact storage. 

 
Part 

Number 
Description MSRP 

Regular 

Dealer 
SPECIAL  

 

35066 Air Filter $2.95 $1.26 $1.21 

36745 Air Filter $3.95 $1.79 $1.72 

36045A Primer $4.99 $1.79 $1.72 

125-527D Filter Display (10) $33.37 $20.02 $18.80 

 125-528D Filter Display (10) $36.24 $21.74 $20.45 

188-512-1 Primer $3.14 $1.88 $1.77 

35066 36745 36045A 

125-527 125-528 188-512-1 

Honeywell Generators Promoted by Retailers 

http://www.honeywellgenerators.com/
http://today.msnbc.msn.com/id/25476466/
http://today.msnbc.msn.com/id/25476466/
http://today.msnbc.msn.com/id/25476466/


from August 2006 to March 2007. 

“During the summer months, the artificial turf 

is not suitable for play during the day,” Devitt 

said. 

That‟s because the plastic grass with rubber 

fill beneath it holds onto heat. The good 

news is it also releases the heat quickly once 

the sun goes down, making it possible for 

athletes to play on the turf half an hour or so 

after clouds roll in or the sun goes down. 

Still, the question remains, even if it‟s saving 

water, is artificial turf worth the cost of 

installation if you can‟t use it during the day 

for several months of the year? 

Michael Rodriguez, a spokesman for the 

Clark County School District, says yes. He 

said real turf gets chewed up by heavy use 

during sports seasons, and that artificial turf 

holds up better, cuts down on maintenance 

and eliminates the need for most, if not all, 

(Continued from page 1) 
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Fake Grass Gets Too Hot, University of Las Vegas Study Says (cont.) 

Valentine Tips for the OPE Dealer That‟ll Mow Your Love Over (or maybe not...) 

Who says that lawnmower shops aren‟t hotbeds of romance? See‟s 

Candies doesn‟t have anything at all on Joe‟s Mower Shop if you‟ll  

employ the same ingenuity you just used to troubleshoot that 

malfunctioning carburetor instead on your lady love to prime the 

passion and kick-start her heart. If you‟re having trouble coming up with 

ideas, we invite you to try one of the following suggestions (at your own 

risk, of course). 

1. You know all those OPE trade magazines you have laying 

around? Get the glue and scissors (or even tin snips and 

Permatex if that‟s all you‟ve got). Take some 

construction paper (or bulk gasket material) 

and cut it into the shape of a heart. Glue 

some pictures of red grass cutters to it and 

inscribe the heartfelt words, “I lawn 

for you mower and mower each 

day!” 

2. Take a plastic parts bag and put a 

Denso W20MU plug inside along with a 

note saying, “Wanna spark a little romance, 

baby?” 

3. Remember the Briggs engine you just 

overhauled because of a loose head bolt? Take what you scraped 

off the cylinder head and give it to her in a parts box. When she 

asks what‟s this for, you tell her, “Lady, after all these long years, 

you still make me hot enough to blow my gasket.” 

4. If you‟re a burly man with a petite 

lady, try the following: Pull up beside her 

on a riding mower. Step off and, with a 

flourishing bow, state, “Your carriage 

awaits, mi‟ lady.” Sweep her into your 

arms and onto the lawnmower. Drive off 

into the sunset (or out back into the 

equipment graveyard). Then kiss her like 

you mean it. 

5. Take a 90” v-belt (larger or smaller 

depending upon your collective sizes) 

and when she‟s not looking, lasso the 

both of you and position the belt at your 

waists. Start dancing with her while singing, 

“Pulley pulley, pulley pulley, pulley pulley. 

Hatty told Matty, „Let‟s don't take no chance. Let‟s not be 

L-seven, come and learn to dance.‟ Pulley pulley, pulley 

pulley, pulley pulley,” sung to the tune of Sam the Sham‟s 

famous “Wooly Bully”. 

6. Fill out a “Work Order of Love” authorizing a complete 

inspection of all related parts and approving as much 

labor as it takes to get the relationship in tip-top running 

shape. Comment that you didn‟t perform preventive 

maintenance as well as you should have in the past and 

commit to ongoing regular service intervals in the future. 

watering. 

The School District has artificial turf on four 

football fields. 

“The downside is the temperatures are 

higher during the hot summer months, but a 

lot of times if there are activities going on 

during the summer months, they‟re done 

early in the morning or later in the evening, 

so the heat isn‟t an issue,” Rodriguez said. 

“Under normal circumstances you wouldn‟t 

want your athletes out there during the 

hottest time of day to begin with.” 

Steve Hofsaess, owner of Desert Poolscapes, 

agrees. His landscaping company installs 

faux putting greens and lawns. 

“In July and August, everything is hot,” he 

said. “Does anyone go outside in the 

summer time at 120 degrees?” 

And if the turf does get too hot to use, 

Hofsaess says, hosing it down for a few 

minutes solves the problem. 

“That cools it down drastically,” he said. 

But Devitt said watering fake grass that‟s 

installed specifically to save water “seems 

like an oxymoron,” adding that as the 

director of the Center for Urban Water 

Conservation he wouldn‟t advocate the 

practice. He said other universities have 

found that the false turf needs to be 

irrigated every 30 minutes to keep it cool 

enough to play on. 

Rodriguez said watering the turf does more 

to create humidity than to cool the playing 

surface. 

Devitt said artificial turf has some other 

unintended consequences as well, such as 

adding to the urban heat island effect, 

which means artificial turf, like concrete and 

asphalt, radiates heat back into the air at 

night, giving cities warmer nights. And that 

radiating heat also means nearby plants 

may need extra water, Devitt said. 



The Last Laugh... 
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You miss your 6th grade graduation 

because you‟re summoned for jury duty.  

Your junior prom offered day care. 

You think the last words of the Star-

Spangled Banner are “Gentlemen, start 

your engines.” 

You lit a match in the bathroom and your 

house exploded right off its wheels. 

You carried a fishing 

pole into Sea World. 

You have to go 

outside to get 

something from the 

fridge. 

There is anyone 

named Cletus in your 

family. 

You need one more 

hole punched in your card to get a freebie 

at the House of Tattoos. 

You can‟t get married to your sweetheart 

„cause there‟s a law against it. 

That billboard that says “Say No to Crack” 

reminds you to pull up your jeans. 

Your best sofa came out of a Chevrolet. 

You spray crawling bugs with hairspray 

then light them on fire. 

You quit your job „cause deer season‟s 

fixin‟ to start. 

You know exactly how long it takes pizza to 

get fuzzy in the refrigerator. 

You dated your dad‟s current wife in high 

school. 

You stop picking your nose in traffic long 

enough to wink at the girl next to you. 

You ever had to siphon gas from your 

lawnmower to put into your truck. 

You think a quarter horse is a ride out in 

front of the Wal-Mart. 

Since Red is the color of Valentine’s Day, 

what better way to spread the love than 

with a few Redneck Jokes? 

You might be an EXTREME Redneck if... 

You take a load to the dump and come 

back with more stuff than you took. 

The Blue Book value of your truck goes up 

and down depending on how much gas is 

in it. 

You‟ve been 

married three times 

and still have the 

same in-laws. 

You think a woman 

who is out of your 

league bowls on a 

different night. 

You wonder how 

service stations keep 

their rest-rooms so clean. 

* Limited to stock on hand. Order must be placed with Sales Department. Special pricing and free/reduced shipping during Febr uar y 2009 only.  

Free shipping available to contiguous U.S. only, other areas receive 5% freight allowance.  

Prune Up Some Extra Profit With YardShark!  
Order in February, We‟ll Ship in March for Spring Selling 

Qualifying Order is Just $500  

 * * * * * FREE SHIPPING * * * * * 

- PLUS -  

1/2 May, 1/2 June Dating 
or 5% Discount if Paid in April 

Also Save on Repair Parts This Monthé See Page 2 


