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I admit I was skeptical when John Billiou first 

gave me a can of this premixed fuel to try. 

Getting kind of lazy, aren‟t 

we? Too much trouble to 

pour a bit of oil in the gas 

and shake it up? 

But WOW! Yeah, it‟s 

convenient, but in addition, 

it PERFORMS! 

I noticed two things right 

away. My trimmer started 

easier, and it had 

appreciably more power. 

Plus I admit I actually 

enjoyed the convenience. 

It‟s not that I can‟t mix my 

own gas and oil – been 

doing it for over three 

decades – but it‟s also 

stabilized and lasts for up to 

two years after opening the 

can. So I started looking at it 

in a new way. Sure I can mix 

my own, but I can also raise a cow, catch a 

fish, plant a garden, and sew my own clothes – 

but I really don‟t want to. I got used to modern 

living. 

Here‟s some info about the product: 

50Fuel and 40Fuel are the only 

engineered 2-cycle fuels that are 

ready to use. No more messing around 

with gas cans! Simply open the 

convenient 1 quart can and pour into 

your equipment. It's that easy! 

50Fuel and 40Fuel have been precisely 

blended with an advanced synthetic 

lubricant at the exact ratios suggested 

by the major manufacturers of hand-

held power equipment. A fuel stabilizer 

is added and then the product is 

packaged in easy-to-use, child-proof, 

one quart cans, so you can get to work 

with your weed eater, leaf blower or 

chainsaw right away! 

And we‟ve come up with a surefire 

way to sell this product to your 

customer. Just ask your sales rep for the 

secret. I‟ll bet you smile big while making easy 

money. 

Visit us on the Web! 

www.billious.com 

Rick Groves, Editor  

The Service Solution 
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Phone: 800-245-5468 

Fax: 800-266-7337 

Email: letushelp@billious.com 

MTD is pleased to announce enhancements to 

The EDGE rewards program that will allow your 

dealership to easily track 

the points you have 

earned. 

Beginning November 1, 

2009 all EDGE points will 

be directly loaded to 

your account at 

www.mtdedge.com. This 

means you will no longer 

need to track your paper 

vouchers like you have 

done in previous years. 

To ensure your inclusion into this program, you 

MTD EDGE Points to Accrue Automatically on Website 

must first submit any unredeemed vouchers to 

Award HQ by September 30, 2009. Failure to 

submit prior to September 30, 2009 will 

result in forfeiture of any unredeemed 

vouchers. 

Once you have completed and 

submitted the Registration and 

Voucher Entry Form to Award HQ, 

they will create and load your points 

to your account on your behalf. Your 

account will be created by Award HQ 

no later than October 31, 2009. 

If you did not receive your form, or if 

you have any questions, please contact 

Glenda Penic at 800-245-5468 ext. 3235. 

50Fuel: High Performance, Convenience, and Stability 
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LA Water Cops Bust Angelinos for Illegally Watering Plants and Lawns  
Esmeralda Bermudez  

Los Angeles Times 

August 16, 2009  

It was just after 9 a.m. when 

William Mims got busted in a 

Hancock Park driveway. 

Slowly, he set down the 

gushing hose, 

which lacked an 

automatic shut-

off nozzle, 

stepped away 

from the gray 

BMW he was 

washing and put 

his hands up. 

“Hey, man, I 

confess. I confess. I was using 

just the hose,” he told Kevin 

Cato, a Department of Water 

and Power water 

conservation officer. “I won't 

do it again.” 

Since June 1, Cato and 

about a dozen other workers 

– water cops, as some 

residents call them – have 

been on the prowl in search 

of lawn-loving Angelinos who 

don‟t know or don‟t heed the 

city‟s tightened water 

restrictions. 

Nearly 700 citations have 

been issued to homeowners, 

apartment building 

managers, fast-food franchise 

owners, church 

clerks and 

Caltrans sites. 

Under more lax 

restrictions in 

place before 

June, the DWP 

even cited one of 

its own facilities. 

“Everyone‟s fair 

game,” Cato said. 

Excuses abound as Cato 

appears in his fuel-efficient 

Prius, catching people with 

sprinklers raging and hoses 

flowing. They blame broken 

timers, clueless gardeners or – 

as did Mayor Antonio 

Villaraigosa, who was publicly 

chided in 2007 for excessive 

water use – newly installed 

irrigation systems and water-

loving gophers. 

Try as they might, offenders 

can‟t hide the evidence. The 

precious commodity is 

already flowing down gutters 

and driveways, glistening off 

blades of grass and 

rosebushes when Cato rolls 

up. 

“Some people look at me 

and say, „Go ahead and 

write me up. I‟m gonna do 

what I‟m gonna do,‟” Cato 

said. 

Most of the time, wrongdoers 

such as Mims rush to comply, 

and Cato, a 21-year DWP 

veteran, counsels and 

educates rather than 

reaching for his citation 

booklet. He leaves behind 

blue-and-white fliers that 

highlight a list of no-nos, such 

as using sprinklers any day 

except Monday and 

Thursday and washing down 

sidewalks and driveways. 

With water conservation 

officers patrolling only during 

regular business hours, some self-

appointed water vigilantes have 

stepped in. They watch for 

mysterious puddles, broken sprinkler 

heads and after-hours hand-

watering across neighborhoods 

and business strips. Then they send 

complaints – more than 4,200 so far 

– via phone, e-mail and most 

recently on Twitter. 

Higher water bills and confusion 

over new watering rules have 

driven some residents to surrender 

and let weeds and dirt take over 

lots, particularly in the San 

Fernando Valley where many lots 

are larger and temperatures hotter 

than in other parts of the city. 

Los Angeles as a whole has done 

well in saving water in the last 25 

years. The population has grown by 

roughly a million people, but total 

water use has remained the same. 

Still, with the city about to enter its 

fourth consecutive drought year, 

officials plan to keep pushing the 

need to conserve. 

Outdoor Power Equipment Magazine Turns 50 
I can remember back in 1986 

when I started in this industry, 

Lawrence Billiou handed me 

my first copy of OPE 

Magazine when it was still the 

size of a Readers 

Digest. 

Everybody who 

is anybody in this 

industry reads 

this, he said. 

Since I certainly 

wanted to be 

somebody 

someday, I read 

it faithfully. 

I always looked forward to Bill 

Quinn‟s “Partly Personal” 

column, featuring one to just 

a few paragraphs about 

anything of interest in the 

industry. 

I considered it a real 

honor when he 

actually called me a 

couple of times to 

get a quote for 

inclusion in the 

magazine. Made me 

feel like I‟d finally 

made it. 

He is quite a man 

and the magazine 

has been a tremendous 

service to the industry. 

Twelve years ago, Bill Quinn 

and son Rix Quinn handed 

over the reins to 

Steve Noe who 

has continued 

the magazine‟s 

fine tradition 

most admirably 

and is deserving 

of recognition for 

his ongoing 

contribution. 

But I‟ll never forget the 

tenacity and honesty Bill 

Quinn imparted in my life. 

Although I never had the 

opportunity to meet the man 

personally, I was inspired by 

his straightforward style of writing 

that never pulled any punches and 

made holy hamburgers 

out of many sacred 

cows – the man calls 

things what they really 

are. A lesson we can all 

learn from in this age of 

“political correctness” 

at the price of honesty. 

Bill Quinn is 97 years old and has 

been a true servant to our industry. 

While I congratulate and celebrate 

the magazine for its 50 years of 

literary accomplishment, I celebrate 

even more the man that made it 

possible. Congratulations, Bill Quinn, 

on a job well-done, sir. 



The mouse peeked through a crack in the 

wall to see the farmer and his wife opening 

a package. “What wonderful food might 

this contain?”  the mouse wondered as his 

little nose sniffed the air. He was horrified to 

see it was a mousetrap! 

Scurrying to the barnyard, the mouse 

screamed his warning, “There is a 

mousetrap in the house! There is a 

mousetrap in the house!” 

The chicken clucked and 

scratched, raised her head, 

and said, “Mr. Mouse, I can 

tell this is a grave concern to 

you, but it is of no consequence to 

me. I cannot be bothered by it.” 

The mouse ran to the pig and told him, 

“There is a mousetrap in the house! There is 

a mousetrap in the house!” 

The pig sympathized, but said, “I am so 

very sorry, Mr. Mouse, but there is nothing I 

can do about it but pray. Be assured you 

are in my prayers.” 

The mouse dashed to the cow and said, 

“There is a mousetrap in the house! There is 

a mousetrap in the house!” 
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The Mouse, the Mousetrap, the Chicken, the Pig, the Cow, the Farmer, and his Wife 

“Cash 4 Junkers” Spurs Sales at Farmers Exchange in Kennewick 
August 15, 2009 

By Pratik Joshi, Herald staff writer  

KENNEWICK – A longtime Kennewick business and a 

lawn mower manufacturer on Friday unveiled a new 

trade-in rebate program for mowers. 

Cash 4 Junkers, modeled after the popular Cash for 

Clunkers car sales program, made its debut at 

Farmers Exchange, a family-owned business that‟s 

been a downtown fixture for almost 90 years. 

The idea to emulate the auto rebate program was that of Keith 

Silliman, owner of Farmers Exchange. He convinced a mower 

company he represents to launch the pilot program. 

“The manufacturer is buying into it to spur business,” he said. 

Distributors also have agreed to partner with Silliman to bring 

savings to consumers when they replace their aging lawn mowers 

with new ones in stock at Farmers Exchange, he said. 

Rebates range from $40 to $2,000. The program allows consumers 

to get some of the new lawn mower models below dealership 

costs, Silliman said. 

Silliman will be reimbursed by the manufacturer later. The 

program runs through Oct. 1 or while supplies last. 

To participate, customers need to bring in mowers to 

Farmers Exchange that are least five years old, of any 

make and in any condition, Silliman said. 

The new mowers are more fuel-efficient, run cleaner than 

older models and help reduce pollution, he said. 

The old mowers collected by the dealership will be 

recycled for metal. The dealership takes care of disposing old 

batteries, oil and fuel inside the machines, Silliman said. A bin with 

several old mowers was set up in front of the store Friday. 

He said 2008 was a record year for his store. 

“And 2009 is tracking steady,” he said, largely because of 

homeowners with big yards and gentleman farmers. He added 

commercial sales have been flat. 

“We hope the program works like it did for the auto industry,” 

Silliman said. 

The cow said, “Wow, Mr. Mouse. I‟m really 

sorry for you, but it‟s no skin off my nose.” 

So the mouse, head down, feeling de-

jected, returned to the house to face the 

farmer‟s mousetrap….alone. 

That very night, a sound echoed through 

the house – the single abrupt snap of a 

mousetrap capturing its prey. 

The farmer‟s wife, awakened by the 

noise, rushed through the darkness to 

see what was caught. In the deep 

shadows, she did not see the venomous 

snake whose tail was wedged in the trap. 

With a ferocious strike, the snake‟s fangs 

injected poison into the soft flesh of the 

farmer's wife‟s leg. Hearing her scream, the 

farmer rushed her to her aid and killed the 

snake with a butcher knife. He called the 

doctor, who came right away and re-

moved as much poison as he could and 

gave her medicine, but her fever would 

not go down. 

Everyone knows that chicken soup is the 

best treatment for a fever, so the farmer 

took his hatchet to the barnyard to collect 

the main ingredient. 

But the poison continued to do its deadly 

work, and her sickness continued. Friends 

and neighbors sat with her round the clock 

and, to feed them, the farmer butchered 

the pig. 

Alas, the farmer‟s wife did not recover – 

and on the third day, she died. 

She was well-loved by all and her funeral 

drew so many people that the farmer 

slaughtered the cow to provide enough 

meat to feed them. 

Meanwhile, the mouse with great sadness 

stared out from his crack in the wall. He 

had tried to warn them…. 

So the next time you hear that someone is 

facing a problem, and you don‟t think it 

concerns you, remember this little story. 

When one of us is threatened, we‟re all at 

risk. Together, we are all in this journey 

called life. 

So keep an eye out for one another and 

make an extra effort to give support and 

encouragement. Never forget that each 

and every one of us is a vital thread in an-

other person‟s tapestry – our lives are 

woven together tightly for a reason. 
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eventually I found I wasn‟t noteworthy. 

I studied a long time to become a doctor, 

but I didn‟t have any patience. 

Next was a job in a shoe factory; I tried but 

I just didn‟t fit in. 

I became a professional fisherman, but 

discovered that I couldn‟t live on my net 

income. 

I managed to get a good job working 

for a pool maintenance 

company, but the work was just 

too draining. 

So then I got a job in a workout 

center, but they said I wasn‟t fit 

for the job. 

After many years of trying to 

find steady work I finally got a job as a 

historian until I realized there was no future 

in it. 

My last job was working at Starbucks, but I 

had to quit because it was always the 

same old grind. 

 

Four Surgeons 

Four surgeons were taking a coffee break 

and were discussing their work. 

The first said, “I think accountants are the 

easiest to operate on. You open them up 

and everything inside is numbered.” 

The second said, “I think librarians 

are the easiest to operate on. You 

open them up and everything 

inside is in alphabetical order.” 

The third said, “I like to operate 

on electricians. You open them 

up and everything inside is color-

coded.” 

The fourth surgeon said, “I like technicians. 

They always understand when you have a 

few parts left over at the end.” 

My Personal Work History 

My first job was working in an orange juice 

factory, but I got canned...couldn‟t 

concentrate. 

Then I worked in the woods as 

a lumberjack, but I just 

couldn‟t hack it, so they 

gave me the ax. 

After that I tried to be a 

tailor, but I just wasn‟t suited 

for it...mainly because it 

was a so-so job. 

Next I tried working in a muffler factory 

but that was too exhausting. 

Then I tried to be a chef – figured it would 

add a little spice to my life, but I just didn‟t 

have the thyme. 

I attempted to be a deli worker, but any 

way I sliced it, I couldn‟t cut the mustard. 

My best job was being a musician, but 

Order must be placed with Sales Department. Special pricing and free shipping during September 2009 only.  

Free shipping available to contiguous U.S. only, other areas receive 5% freight allowance.  

Weõre Pruning our Prices to Promote your Profits! 

FREE* Shipping 

on 3 or More Cases 

Mix-n-Match in 
Case Quantities 

62-5557 

Part # Description  List   Dealer   Special   Case Qty. 

62-5317             Heavy Duty Shears $15.99 $11.19 $9.33 $8.00 12 

10-5437             Pruning Saw 7-мκнέ $28.49 $19.94 $16.62 $14.24 6 

10-5450             tǊǳƴƛƴƎ {ŀǿ мнέ   $27.99 $19.59 $16.33 $14.00 6 

62-5447             олέ IŜŘƎŜ {ƘŜŀǊ уέ .ƭŘ $35.99 $25.19 $21.00 $18.00 6 

62-5517             омέ .ȅǇŀǎǎ [ƻǇǇŜǊ $37.49 $26.24 $21.88 $18.76 6 

62-5557             омέ !ƴǾƛƭ [ƻǇǇŜǊ $36.99 $25.89 $21.58 $18.50 6 

10-5437 10-5450 62-5317 62-5447 62-5517 

For Additional YardShark Savings, See Your Billiouõs Sales Representative 


