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California Snow Pack Means Busy 
Season for OPE Service Dealers 
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Rick Groves, Editor  

California Snow Pack Portends Great OPE Season 
While the experts in Sacramento are still telling us that we need to conserve and that certain key 

reservoirs remain below average, the fact is that seven of the twelve reservoirs used by the California 

Department of Water Resources performance model are showing above average amounts of water as 

of the latest compiled report at midnight on April 21, 2010. Shasta, for example, is at 109% of normal 

and at 94% of total capacity, and Pyramid Lake is at 103% of normal and 98% of total capacity. 

While we must always be wise with our water, on April 23, the Department of Water Resources 

increased their anticipated water deliveries to California's water contractors to six times the amount 

estimated last December. It looks like many municipalities and industrial users will be getting 100% of 

their requested water allocation after all. 

This means grass will continue to grow, and customers will continue to mow. Dealers are already seeing 

a banner year shaping up with above average repairs coming into the shop. 

Here's a bit of water information you may find interesting: 

May measurements received as of Wednesday, May 5, 11:01 AM. Snow depth and water content are in 

inches. April 1 averages are based on measurements made during years 1951-2000. 

Mildred Billiou and Betsy Stewart finished Porterville's 9th Annual Roger S. Good Cancer 5K Run/Walk in 

58 minutes and 12 seconds on Saturday, May 1st. The duo did their part to memorialize cancer victims 

and help raise $60,000 this year for the cancer center to aid in 

cancer awareness, prevention, and treatment. 

"We were glad to be able to participate again this year and to 

honor Lawrence Billiou by keeping on fighting that cancer bug," 

said Mildred Billiou, Lawrence's widow. Betsy Stewart is 

Lawrence's daughter. Lawrence Billiou, who founded Billiou's in 

1946, died from cancer August 31, 2003. Daughter-in-law Brenda 

Billiou and grandsons David Billiou and Chris Stewart were also in 

the race. 

Congratulations to the 5K Cancer Walk/Run Finishers 

Visit us on the Web! 

www.billious.com 
 

Dealer Secure Site 

auth.billious.com 
 

MySpace 

myspace.com/binc 
 

Twitter 

twitter.com/billiousinc 

Region 
No. 

Basins 
No. 

Courses 
Avg. 
WC 

% Avg. 
April 1 

% Avg. 
May 1 

North Coast 1  4  31.8"  119%  170% 

Sacramento  6  64  32.5"  99%  137% 

San Joaquin Valley  5  57  37.2"  116%  141% 

Tulare Lake  4  33  29.2"  119%  153% 

North 
Lahontan  

3  5  23.3"  92%  108% 

South 
Lahontan  

1  2  16.8"  129%  150% 

Statewide Average (weighted) 109% 142% 

http://billious.com
http://auth.billious.com
http://myspace.com/binc
http://twitter.com/billiousinc


Industry Urges EPA to Avoid Rush to Judgment on Pending Decision on the Use of E15  

WASHINGTON, May 5 ς The Auto Alliance, the American Petroleum 

Institute and the Outdoor Power Equipment Institute urged EPA to 

ŘŜƭŀȅ ŀŎǘƛƻƴ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŀƎŜƴŎȅΩǎ ǇǊƻǇƻǎŀƭ ǘƻ ŀƭƭƻǿ ƘƛƎƘŜǊ ƭŜǾŜƭǎ ƻŦ ŜǘƘŀƴƻƭ 

in gasoline. Higher levels of ethanol have not been proven safe or 

effective according to industry projections based on preliminary results 

of testing introduced today at a meeting of the Mid-Level Ethanol 

Blends Research Coordination Group.  

Dave McCurdy, president and CEO of the Alliance of Automobile 

Manufacturers; Jack Gerard, president and CEO of the American 

Petroleum Institute; and Kris Kiser, executive vice-president of the 

hǳǘŘƻƻǊ tƻǿŜǊ 9ǉǳƛǇƳŜƴǘ LƴǎǘƛǘǳǘŜ ƛǎǎǳŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ǎǘŀǘŜƳŜƴǘΥ ά!ǎ 

the EPA proceeds with important decisions about ethanol and biofuel 

blend rates, it is imperative that those decisions be made with the end 

user market in mind. These decisions will have real world impacts and 

we urge the EPA to refrain from setting a premature deadline that 

ignores reliable, scientific data about the effects of higher ethanol 

blends on emissions, durability and 

consumer safety. We remain 

committed to finding the right 

market solutions for renewable 

fuels and look forward to 

continuing our work with the EPA 

ƻƴ ǘƘƛǎ ƳŀǘǘŜǊΦέ  

In addition to government funds, 

the auto and oil industries have 

spent more than $6 million over 

the last two years testing engine 

performance and durability of 

higher ethanol fuels, as well as 

testing storage and dispensing of 

fuels with 15 percent ethanol (E15). Currently, fuels are allowed by EPA 

to contain only up to 10 percent ethanol (E10). 

Flashy and Filled with High-Quality Profits 

Have you had a chance to check out the new Flash Format Oregon 

Online Catalog? 

http://www.oregonchain.com/pro/2010DualLineCatalog.htm 

It loads faster and acts like a paper book with page-flipping ability and 

some easy-to-use navigation so you can find what you need quickly, 

make a sale, and move on. 

If you're more of a traditionalist, you can also 

download a copy of the PDF Format Oregon 

Catalog from our Billiou's Dealer Website. 

Either one you use, rest assured that Oregon 

parts offer a great value, tremendous 

selection, one-stop shopping, and now even 

easier-to-navigate catalogs in three different 

formats: paper, PDF, and Flash. 

¶ Extremely Fast 

Pour Rate 

¶ Auto Shutoff 

¶ Fluid Flow Stops Automatically 

¶ Universal Seal to Your Tank 

¶ Self-Venting 

¶ Easy-to-Use 

¶ No Spilling 

¶ No Mess 

¶ Non-Swelling Rubber Gaskets 

¶ Non-Cracking Caps 

¶ Ergonomically Designed 

Carrying Handle 

¶ Non-Skid Bottom 
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Reno, NV-Based Hydrogen Fuels Company Readies Prototype Lawnmower Engine 
A Reno startup is betting its future on a lawn 
ƳƻǿŜǊ ŜƴƎƛƴŜ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ǎŎƘŜŘǳƭŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ 
completed by mid-summer. If the hydrogen-
powered small engine works as they expect, 
representatives of H2 Technologies Group Inc. 
will be on the road quickly to gauge the 
interest of manufacturers worldwide. 

The key technology, says founder Gary Lord, is 
a system developed by University of Nevada, 
Reno, researcher Ryan Hopkins that allows for 
inexpensive and safe compression and storage 
of hydrogen fuel. H2 Technologies Group links 
that technology with a patented system 
developed to produce hydrogen from water. 
The company holds a worldwide exclusive 
license on that process developed by 
Hungarian researcher Jozsef Petro. 

In combination, the two technologies would 
allow homeowners to produce hydrogen fuels 
in a unit about the size of a cracker box and 
store them in a container about the size of a 10 
ounce water bottle. 

Small engines powered by hydrogen would 
produce no emissions. Today, the 
Environmental Protection Agency says one gas-
powered lawnmower produces as much 
pollution as 11 cars. If their technology works 
τ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǿƴƳƻǿŜǊ ŜƴƎƛƴŜ 

test comes in τ Iн ¢ŜŎƘƴƻƭƻƎƛŜǎ DǊƻǳǇΩǎ 
founders think they can make a compelling 
case to small engine manufacturers who face 
strict emissions standards. Over the next 
couple of years, emissions from lawn mowers 
and similar equipment will need to be cut by 
about 35 percent. 

ά/ƻƳǇƭƛŀƴŎŜ ƛǎ bƻΦ мΦ !ƭƭ ǎƳŀƭƭ ŜƴƎƛƴŜǎ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǿ 
ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ŎƻƳǇƭƛŀƴŎŜΣέ ǎŀȅǎ [ƻǊŘΦ 

Founders of H2 Technologies Group boot-
strapped its $100,000 in research in the past 
couple of years, and Lord says the company 
ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ŜȄǇŜŎǘ ǘƻ ƴŜŜŘ ōƛƎ ŀƳƻǳƴǘǎ ƻŦ ŎŀǇƛǘŀƭ 
for factories or other facilities. Instead, it plans 
to license its technology to manufacturers. 
ά¢ƘŜ 9t! ƛǎ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ōŜ ǘƘǊƛƭƭŜŘΣέ ǎŀȅǎ ƻƴŜ 
company spokesperson. 

Five Gallons in 45 Seconds. Beat That... 

$34.95 Each (1-5) 

29.95 Case (6) 



Volume 23, Issue 6 Page 3 

MTD Edge Loyalty Program Update 
MTD Dealers can access the 

rewards site and view over 

215,000 more awards simply 

by clicking 

www.mtdedge.com. Once at 

the site, select "Click Here to 

Login" and enter your 

username and password. If 

you need assistance accessing 

the site, contact Award HQ at 

1-800-330-7800 or 

mtdedge@incentiveusa.com. 

Purchase a minimum of $750 

in Edge Parts between 

November 2009 and October 2010 and maintain a current account with 

.ƛƭƭƛƻǳΩǎ ǘƻ ǉǳŀƭƛŦȅΦ .ǳȅ aƻǊŜΦ 9ŀǊƴ aƻǊŜΦ ¢ƘŜƴ 9ƴƧƻȅ ǘƘŜ wŜǿŀǊŘǎΗ 

Pour in the  

Performance...  

Pour in the Profits!  
¢ŀƭƪ ǘƻ ȅƻǳǊ .ƛƭƭƛƻǳΩǎ ¢ŜǊǊƛǘƻǊȅ 

Manager for full details on this 

winning program and see how it 

can pour even more success into 

your dealership. 40Fuel and 

50Fuel give both convenience 

and a very noticeable perform-

ance boost. And NO ETHANOL! 

LEHR Propane Powered Eco-CǊƛŜƴŘƭȅ άDǊŜŜƴέ aƻǿŜǊΣ .ƭƻǿŜǊΣ ŀƴŘ ¢ǊƛƳƳŜǊ DƛǾŜŀǿŀȅ 

Eco-Friendly and User-Friendly are the rallying 
cries behind LEHR propane-powered lawn 
equipment. Attach the little green propane 
tank, twist it tight and go!  ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ƛǘΦ  LǘΩǎ ŦŀǎǘΣ 
easy and clean.  The 16.4-oz propane tanks are 
available at most hardware and sporting goods 
stores ς even Wal-Mart ς and cost about 
$5. They usually last about two hours. 
Depending on the size of the lawn, that should 
last long enough for at least several cuts and 
trims for most urban lawns. 

Capt. Bernardo Herzer developed the LEHR 
technology for lawn equipment after 
converting smaller engines to run on propane 
at sea.  He says propane is a cleaner-burning 
ŦǳŜƭΣ ǎƻ ƛǘΩǎ ŜŀǎƛŜǊ ǘƻ Ƴŀƛƴǘŀƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŜǉǳƛǇƳŜƴǘΣ 
which is less costly for you and helps the tools 

ƭŀǎǘ ƭƻƴƎŜǊΤ ƛǘΩǎ ƳƻǊŜ ǎǳǎǘŀƛƴŀōƭŜΦ  !ƴŘ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ 
better for the environment. 

άL ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ǿŜ ŀƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƛƭƛǘȅ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀ 
ƎƻƻŘ ǎǘŜǿŀǊŘ ǘƻ ƻǳǊ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘΦέ ǎŀȅǎ 
Herzer.  ά²Ŝ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ǇǊƻǇŀƴŜ ƛǎƴΩǘ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘ-all 
ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘΣ ōǳǘ ƛǘΩǎ ŀ ǎǘŜǇ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǊƛƎƘǘ 
ŘƛǊŜŎǘƛƻƴΦέ He says our powerful technologies 
ŀƴŘ ƻǳǊ ǎƻŎƛŜǘȅΩǎ ŀǇǇŜǘƛǘŜ ŦƻǊ ŘƛǎǇƻǎŀōƭŜ 
consumption can easily destroy our fragile 
ǇƭŀƴŜǘ ƛŦ ǿŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǘŀƪŜ ǘƘŜ ǊƛƎƘǘ actions to 
protect it.  

Propane is a by-product of natural gas 
ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ƻƛƭ ǊŜŦƛƴƛƴƎΣ ǎƻ ƛǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ млл҈ 
green, but it has zero ozone-depleting 
hydrocarbons and is 97% free of particulates 
and 96% free of carcinogens.  The LEHR 
technology has been recognized with 

ƴǳƳŜǊƻǳǎ ŀǿŀǊŘǎΣ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ 9t!Ωǎ /ƭŜŀƴ 
Air Excellence Award. 

If you live in Las Vegas or the surrounding area 
and would like to give the LEHR lawn 
equipment a twist for yourself, you can enter 
the KLAS-TV giveaway for a chance to win a 
mower, blower or trimmer for FREE!  Winners 
will be drawn at the end of May. 

http://green.lasvegasnow.com/eco-friendly-
tool-contest/ 

Do You Want to be the First to Get the Latest Information? 

As soon as new information 

becomes available, we send a 

ά¢ǿŜŜǘέ ǘƻ ƻǳǊ ŦƻƭƭƻǿŜǊǎΦ bŜǿ 

service information, latest 

pricelists and promotions, 

breaking news events, and 

more are sent to you in very 

short bursts of information not 

to exceed  140 characters, so 

ƛǘΩǎ ǉǳƛŎƪ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǇƻƛƴǘΦ !ƴŘ 

we promise not to fill you up with a bunch of 

ǳǎŜƭŜǎǎ ŎƘŀǘǘŜǊ ƭƛƪŜ Ƴŀƴȅ ά¢ǿƛǘǘŜǊŜǊǎέ ŘƻΦ 

Everything we post will be interesting or 

ǊŜƭŜǾŀƴǘ ǘƻ ȅƻǳǊ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎΦ ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ 

our commitment. 

We recommend you subscribe 

ŀǎ ŀ ŦƻƭƭƻǿŜǊΣ ōǳǘ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ 

want to do that, you can also 

follow our tweets on every page 

of either our public website at 

http://billious.com or even 

better at our secure dealer-only 

site at http://auth.billious.com. 

²Ŝ ƘƻǇŜ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ Ŧƻƭƭƻǿ ƻǳǊ ǘǿŜŜǘǎ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅ ǘƻ 

even greater sales revenues! 

 

 

òWe are all 

manufacturers. 

Making good, 

making trouble, 

or 

making 

excuses.ó 

ð H. V. Adolt 

40Fuel and 50Fuel: It Really Works 

http://www.mtdedge.com
mailto:mtdedge@incentiveusa.com
http://twitter.com/billiousinc
http://www.golehr.com/


The Last Laugh 
Good Housekeeping 

Mom admitted to being a less than fastidious 

housekeeper. One evening dad returned home 

from work, walked into the kitchen and said, 

ά¸ƻǳ ƪƴƻǿΣ ŘŜŀǊΣ L Ŏŀƴ ǿǊƛǘŜ Ƴȅ ƴŀƳŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 

Řǳǎǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƳŀƴǘŜƭΦέ 

aƻƳ ǘǳǊƴŜŘ ǘƻ ƘƛƳ ŀƴŘ ǎǿŜŜǘƭȅ ǊŜǇƭƛŜŘΣ ά²ŜƭƭΣ 

ŘŀǊƭƛƴƎΣ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ŀ ǇǊŜǘǘȅ ƎƻƻŘ ǎǘŀǊǘΗ LΩƳ ǎǳǊŜ ǿƛǘƘ 

some patient practicing you could even learn 

ǘƻ Řǳǎǘ ƛǘΗέ 

Broken-Down Train 

A large two-engine train was crossing the 

country. After they had gone some distance, 

ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŜƴƎƛƴŜǎ ōǊƻƪŜ ŘƻǿƴΦ άbƻ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳΣέ 

the engineer thought and carried on at half 

power. 

Farther on down the line, the other engine 

broke down and the train came to a standstill. 

The engineer decided he should inform the 

passengers about why the train had stopped, 

and made the following announcement. 

ά[ŀŘƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƎŜƴǘƭŜƳŜƴΣ L ƘŀǾŜ ǎƻƳŜ ƎƻƻŘ ƴŜǿǎ 

and some bad news. The bad news is that both 

engines have failed, and we will be stuck here 

ŦƻǊ ǎƻƳŜ ǘƛƳŜΦ ¢ƘŜ ƎƻƻŘ ƴŜǿǎ ƛǎ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ 

ƴƻǘ ƛƴ ŀƴ ŀƛǊǇƭŀƴŜΦέ 

The Dog on the Fire Truck 

Ricky, Jimmy, and Stewy were on the bus home 

from elementary school, when a fire engine 

zoomed past with blaring sirens. 

The three kids noticed a Dalmatian dog on the 

front seat of the fire 

ŜƴƎƛƴŜΦ wƛŎƪȅ ǎŀƛŘΣ ά¢ƘŜȅ 

use that dog to keep 

ŎǊƻǿŘǎ ōŀŎƪΦέ 

άbƻΣέ ǎŀƛŘ WƛƳƳȅΣ άƘŜΩǎ Ƨǳǎǘ 

ŦƻǊ ƎƻƻŘ ƭǳŎƪΦέ 

But Stewy knew better, 

άbƻΣ ǘƘŜ ŘƻƎΩǎ Ƨƻō ƛǎ ǘƻ ŦƛƴŘ 

ǘƘŜ ƴŜŀǊŜǎǘ ŦƛǊŜ ƘȅŘǊŀƴǘΦέ 

Nancy’s Interview 

The company psychiatrist was interviewing 

Nancy. As she sat in the chair, the psychiatrist 

asked a series of questions to determine if she 

was emotionally suitable for the company. 

Things were not going well for Nancy. The 

psychiatrist decided to try a new approach, to 

ƎƛǾŜ bŀƴŎȅ ƻƴŜ ƭŀǎǘ ŎƘŀƴŎŜΦ IŜ ŀǎƪŜŘΣ άƛŦ ȅƻǳ 

could have a conversation with someone, living 

ƻǊ ŘŜŀŘΣ ǿƘƻ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƛǘ ōŜΚέ 

bŀƴŎȅ ǉǳƛŎƪƭȅ ǊŜǎǇƻƴŘŜŘΣ άǘƘŜ ƭƛǾƛƴƎ ƻƴŜΦέ 

On a Diet 

On yet another diet, Sue had lost a few pounds 

and a lot of her usual sunny disposition. After 

making a snide remark to her husband, 

she apologized and reminded him that 

he was supposed to stick by her through 

thick and thin. 

άL ƪƴƻǿΣέ ƘŜ ǎŀƛŘΣ ŘǊȅƭȅΣ άōǳǘ ǘƘƛŎƪ ǿŀǎ ŀ 

ƭƻǘ ŜŀǎƛŜǊΦέ 

Tell My Wife 

wƻōŜǊǘ ǘƻƭŘ Ƙƛǎ ŘƻŎǘƻǊ ƘŜ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ 

do all the things around the house that he used 

to do. When the examination was complete, he 

said, "Now, Doc, I can take it. Tell me in plain 

9ƴƎƭƛǎƘ ǿƘŀǘΩǎ ǿǊƻƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ƳŜΦϦ 

"Well, in plain English," the doctor replied, 

Ϧ¸ƻǳΩǊŜ Ƨǳǎǘ ƭŀȊȅΦϦ 

 

ά¢Ƙŀƴƪ ¸ƻǳΦέ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƘŜ ƳŀƴΦ άbƻǿ ƎƛǾŜ ƳŜ ǘƘŜ 

ƳŜŘƛŎŀƭ ǘŜǊƳΣ ǎƻ L Ŏŀƴ ǘŜƭƭ Ƴȅ ǿƛŦŜΗέ 

* Special pricing during June 2010 only. Free shipping available to CA, NV, AZ only, other areas receive 5% freight allowance .  

MTD Engine Service Pack 
Huge Field Population of MTD OHV Engines = Great Service Opportunity 

ÐÐÐ ÐÐÐ

Quantity Part Number Description 

10 951-10298 Air Cleaner Kit 

10 951-10292 Spark Plug 

5 951-10358 Fuel Filter 

2 951-10440 Fuel Cap 

1 951-10443 Carbon Canister 

1 951-10838 Carburetor 

1 951-10309 Carburetor 

1 951-10310 Carburetor 

1 951-10839 Carburetor Kit, Major 

1 951-10367 Ignition Coil 

1 951-10319 Recoil Spring and Pulley 

1 951-10299 Recoil Starter Assembly 

1 951-10869 Roll Over Valve Assembly 


